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March 15-20, 2026
updated December 11
	Sunday, March 15:
	MEDITERRANEAN COAST


· Rendez-vous in the hotel
· Meet your guide, get on the bus, and head north
· At the Hadera Stream, see the sharks attracted by the warm waters
· Wander around the Winter Pool to see the wildlife enjoying this phenomenon
· Tour around SPNI’s rewilded wetland sanctuary at Kibbutz Maagan Michael to enjoy Israel’s amazing spring bird migration and learn about SPNI’s flagship Startup Nature project
· Opening dinner at Maagan Michael or in Caesarea
Overnight: Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv

	Monday, March 16:
	OCTOBER RAIN


· Travel down to the Gaza Envelope
· From Sderot, overlook of northern Gaza to understand what happened on October 7th; then visit the Police Station Memorial
· Pay your respects at the site of the Reim Nova Festival
· Learn from local SPNI staff how they are restoring the Western Negev and building a Living Trail with the local residents
· See the carpets of wild anemones that grow in the area on a yearly basis and understand how SPNI public advocacy and education stopped Israelis from picking wildflowers to extinction. The blooms have returned completely and are a testament to the resilience of nature
· At the grave of Israel’s first prime minister – David Ben Gurion – look into the desert scenery and explore his vision of making the desert bloom 
· Continue to your hotel and check in, followed by dinner there
Overnight: Daroma Hotel, Mitzpe Ramon 

	Tuesday, March 17:
	THE CRATER AND THE CREATOR


· Optional early morning hike out to Camel Mountain to see the sunrise
· Return to the hotel for breakfast
· Take jeeps into the Ramon Crater to see hard-to-reach geological phenomena 
· At the Mitzpe Ramon Visitors Center, learn about the formation of the Ramon Crater and of Israel’s first astronaut in space, who took his name from the crater
· Hike in Nahal Havarim
· Dinner in the hotel
· Take advantage of the low light pollution to go star gazing with some of Israel’s largest portable telescopes in one of the best star parks in the world
Overnight: Daroma Hotel, Mitzpe Ramon

	Wednesday, March 18:
	THE DESERT FOR DESSERT 


· Guided vulture watching with Meidad Goren in the Ein Avdat National Park
· Head to the Dead Sea
· Hike the Waterfall Trail of Ein Gedi, with the hopes of spotting ibex and/or hyrax
· Lunch in the Ein Gedi Field School
· See the special formations created by the receding of the Dead Sea and learn about why this is happening 
· Drive up to Jerusalem
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Thursday, March 2:
	THIS YEAR IN JERUSALEM!


· Visit to the Nili and David Jerusalem Bird Observatory and get a first-hand demonstration of bird ringing 
· Walk through the beautiful Gazelle Valley and learn how the gazelles were reintroduced into the city
· Hike in the Jerusalem Hills to hear about SPNI’s 20 year battle to protect this green lung and promote a sustainable Israeli capital
· Closing dinner
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Friday, March 3:
	NATURE IN THE CITY


· At the Haas Promenade, begin the exploration of the Jewish love affair with Jerusalem, as well as the strong connection with all three major monotheistic religions, through the Biblical accounts of the Binding of Isaac, associated with this spot
· Take a walking tour of the Old City of Jerusalem, including a visit to the Western Wall
· Return to Jerusalem
· End of official program


· Listed activities and speakers are subject to confirmation.
· Program will be staffed by a Keshet Israel Tour Educator and an SPNI guide.
· All breakfasts plus underlined meals are included in the package price.
· This itinerary is proprietary to Keshet and is intended for the promotion of and to inform those considering joining this Keshet trip. It is not to be transmitted to any other party without prior authorization from Keshet
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